Ch 12 Imperialism
A. What is imperialism?--- A strong country dominates a weaker one, both politically and economically.

B. Why?  

1. desire for new markets for the goods a country produces.

2. growth and investment opportunities

3. “Anglo-saxonism”:  the idea that the English (white) race was better than other races—more intelligent and civilized

4. Missionary zeal.

C. Expansion in Pacific

1. increased trade with China and Japan in late 1800’s (think Last Samurai movie)

2. Hawaii:  Christianized in 1800’s; important for sugarcane industry.  Hawaiian queen overthrown  by US planters and marines.  Annexed by US.

D. Latin America

1. Pan-Americanism:  goal of  North and South America working together

2. James Blane:  Sec’y of state 1889 conference  focused on cooperation between N and S America.

E. Building a Modern Navy

1. US was more willing to risk war to defend its newly-acquired interests.

2. Alfred Mahan wrote The Influence of Sea Power upon History  ---which pointed out the necessity of a large navy for defense

3. would need refueling stops—overseas territories as naval bases.

II. Spanish-American War

            Why did the US go to war with Spain?  How did winning that war lead to the US becoming an imperialist nation?

A. Background

1. Cuba was a Spanish colony; a major producer of sugarcane.

2. 1868-1878  unsuccessful Cuban rebellion

3. American sympathy for Cuba—why?

a. colonists’ struggle for independence—similar to US experience

b. Yellow journalism:  sensationalism, exaggeration.  Attention-grabbing headlines designed to boost newspaper sales.  (“You furnish the pictures, I’ll furnish the war.”

c. protection for US investment and trade.  Millions of dollars invested in infrastructure and plantations in Cuba.

B. Cuba Rebels Again  1895—Jose Marti—Cuban poet, exile; led rebellion.  Declares an independent Republic of Cuba.

C. Spanish Response:  200,000 soldiers sent to put down rebellion.  

                                           “The Butcher”  General Weyler –becomes gov. of Cuba

                                            sets up “reconcentration camps—held hundreds of thousands of Cuban civilians so they could not help rebels.  Tens of thousands died of starvation.

D. US Involvement 

1. 1897—Pres. McKinley offers to negotiate.  Results:  Spain removes Gov. Weyler, offers Cuba self-gov’t but not independence—would still be part of Spanish empire.

2. Rioting in Havana—Cubans unhappy with results.  Americans in Cuba feel they are at risk.

3. Jan 1898—battleship the Maine, sent to Havana to evacuate Americans.  Sits in harbor awaiting instruction.
4. Feb 1898—the Maine explodes; Americans blame Spain.  (later found to be an internal explosion—ammunition was stored in the hold)
5. April 1898—Congress declares war on Spain.  (Teller Amendment added to war declaration—it req’d that the US help Cuba become independent after war)
E. Two-Front War

1. Philippine Connection:  Philippines are a Spanish colony.  Teddy Roosevelt as ass’t sec’y of the navy orders US ships to Manila to stop Spanish fleet from leaving to assist in Cuba

a. Spanish fleet destroyed

b. US helps Filipinos overthrow Spanish rulers.  Brings in Emilio Aquinaldo, a Filipino revolutionary.
c. US will not recognize the rebel gov’t.
2. Fighting in Cuba

a. US army unprepared—did not have a large standing army; little time for training. (less than ¼ of deaths were from battle.  75% die from food poisoning and disease.

b. Santiago—where Roosevelt’s Rough Riders forced Spanish to flee
c. Spanish fleet destroyed by waiting American warships.
F. Results of War

1. Cuban independence (transition period under US guidance—Platt Amendment tied Cuba to the US—major decisions to be approved by the US
2. US gains Puerto Rico, Philippines, and Guam—become US territories.
3. Philippines
a. Aguinaldo renews his fight against new colonial master—the US

b. US forces set up concentration camps for civilians. (familiar? Spain/Cuba)
c. Aguinaldo captured/surrendered
d. William Taft (future president) becomes governor of Philippines—built railroads, schools, hospitals; strengthened economy; reduced hostilities.
US now has an empire and learns the cost of maintaining it.

III. Sect 3 New American Diplomacy

Theodore Roosevelt becomes President 1900.  What kind of President was he?  what was the Open Door policy in china?

A. How did Theo. Roosevelt become President?

1. gained popularity as a Rough Rider in Sp-Am War

2. returned from war and became NY governor.  Pushed reform at state level
3. Rep. leaders were afraid of him—thought of as a “loose cannon” –someone they could not control; afraid of his progressivism
4. Made him VP so that he wouldn’t have much influence.
5. McKinley assassinated Sept 1901.
6. His VP—Roosevelt—becomes Pres.  (youngest President—42 yrs old.)
B.  Balancing Power in Asia


1. Open Door Policy in China.  Sec of State John Hay


2. Japan—fought China and took Korea in 1894.  In 1905 goes to war with Russia over territorial issues.  Peace brokered by TR who wins Nobel Peace Prize.


3. Great White Fleet—1907—16 new US battleships sent on world tour to show off strength of American navy;  makes a stop in Japan.

C.  Panama Canal—needed to cut travel time from Pacific to Atlantic.  Military and economic needs.  After Colombia refuses to allow canal to be built in Panama—Colombian territory—US helps Panamanians overthrow Colombian gov’t.  US builds canal in Panama.
D.  Roosevelt Corollary:  The US will be the police force in the Western hemisphere.  Tells European nations not to send troops to Latin America to settle disputes, but to allow US to settle disputes.  

E.  Taft—Dollar Diplomacy—TR’s VP, Taft, becomes Pres in 1908.  Continues TR’s policies, but encourages business investment in Latin America.  
